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Systems Life Cycle

What is a System?

The word System is derived from Greek word Systema, which means an organized relationship
between any set of components to achieve some common cause or objective.

A system is “an orderly grouping of interdependent components linked together according to a
plan to achieve a specific goal.”

Systems Analysis and Design is an active field in which analysts repetitively learn new
approaches and different techniques for building the system more effectively and efficiently.
The primary objective of systems analysis and design is to improve organizational systems.

An effective System Development Life Cycle (SDLC) should result in a high quality system that
meets customer expectations, reaches completion within time and cost evaluations, and works
effectively and efficiently in the current and planned Information Technology infrastructure.

System Development Life Cycle (SDLC) is a conceptual model which includes policies and
procedures for developing or altering systems throughout their life cycles.

SDLC is used by analysts to develop an information system. SDLC includes the following
activities;

e Preliminary investigation / requirements determination
e Systems analysis

e Systems design

e Systems development

e Systems implementation

e Systems maintenance / review
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Phases of SDLC

Systems Development Life Cycle is a systematic approach which explicitly breaks down the
work into phases that are required to implement either new or modified Information System.
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Role of System Analyst

The system analyst is a person who is thoroughly aware of the system and guides the system
development project by giving proper directions. He is an expert having technical and
interpersonal skills to carry out development tasks required at each phase.
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